Benjamin Young Homestead

2014 Update

After last years reunion Mark and Kyle
provided me with details on Ben Young’s land
that | was unaware of.



Benjamin Young Homestead — Est. 1751
| had placed Ben’s land at the end of Pipe Plant Road in Pine Hall.

After further review, | confirmed that his original 699 acres was not in Pine Hall and
was indeed just East of Walnut Cove.
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Benjamin
Young

Homestead
Est. 1751

Stokes County map that
was drawn up in 1980
shows where Ben’s land

was in 1762.

He first built here in
1751, but it wasn’t until
1762 that he received
an official Granville Land
Grant.
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Benjamin Young
Homestead
Est. 1751

Mark showed me a copy from a book of an
old Moravian map of the Wachovia Tract.
So then | started looking into all the books
| could find on the Moravians.

The Moravians came to this area in
November of 1753 and began their
settlement at Bethabara. Ben and his
family were here two years before the
Moravians arrived and when | reviewed
the Moravian archives | found over 20
mentions of Benjamin Young and his father
in-law Nathaniel Gist.

I’m putting together a presentation for our
next reunion that discusses the
interactions that Ben and Nathaniel had
with the Moravians, but for today we will
just focus on location of Ben’s land.
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Benjamin Young Farm on the
Moravian Map of the Wachovia Tract 1766
By Gottlieb Reuter

After finding several similar and low resolution maps of the Wachovia
Tract in the books | came across, | wanted to find the original or a
high resolution version. So | headed to Old Salem to talk to the
Moravians in person. They were able to show me all of the maps
they had of the Wachovia Tract and this is when | found this beautiful
version shown on the next page.

The Wachovia Tract was also called Dobbs Parish after the current
governor of North Carolina. It was surveyed by Gottlieb Reuter, a
Moravian, in the 1760’s and he drew many versions of this map. The

Wachovia Tract encompasses what is today the Winston-Salem city
limits.



Benjamin Young Farm
on the
Moravian Map of the
Wachovia Tract 1766
by
Gottlieb Reuter
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Moravian Map Surrounding Landowners

At the bottom
right of the map is
a table that lists all
land owners on
the map.

So if we zoom into
the table. The first
land owner listed
in the table is Ben
Young with 699
acres.

© Moravian Archives
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Moravian Map - Townfork Settlement

If we zoom into the top of the map we can see... The Townfork
Settlement. Gottlieb spelled fork as “forck”. It spans from
Germanton to the Dan River. You can see Carteret Creek, today
called Buffalo Creek and Neatman Creek which is between Palmyra
and South Stokes High School. Near the top there is the Kings Road
also know as The Great Wagon Road to Philadelphia.
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Moravian Map - Townfork Settlement

Zooming in more, we see where Walnut Cove is today. Here is part of Mill Creek
which starts near Wall Loop and runs through Walnut Cove. Bull Creek is listed which
was named after Ben. Ben’s land is denoted by the 01 written beside of Bull Creek.

© Moravian Archives



Moravian Map - Townfork Settlement
Benjamin Young Land

In a later version of the map, Ben’s land has been surveyed by Reuter
and is labeled lot #19 with the property lines shown.
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Benjamin Young Homestead Est. 1751

| took the Moravian map and overlaid a new Google map and estimated where

Ben’s land would have been. The green box outlines Ben’s 699 acres which is

about 1.5 miles east of Walnut Cove. Townfork Creek goes through the middle of

the property and Oldtown Road goes through the top half of the property.
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Benjamin Young Homestead Est. 1751

hfé, Stuck in Tree, Marked
"~ Settling of Stokes County

Benjamin Young
15t Settler of Stokes

Danbury Reporter
4/24/1938



B

Benjamin Young Homestead Est. 1751 [ il Stuck in Tree, Marked

Settling of Stokes County
| found this old article in Dot Alley’s archives that was written .

in the Danbury Reported by Fred Pepper in 1938. It is titled
“Knife, Stuck in Tree, Marked Settling of Stokes County”. It
begins: On a cloudy February day way back in the early 18t
century a whiskered old man by the name of Young stuck his
knife in a beech tree and pitched his rifle on the bank of the
Dan River in the flat bottom section between Pine Hall and
Walnut Cove, and named it Old Town. He thereby,
automatically became the first settler of the now Stokes
County. At the time Young stuck his knife in the beech, Stokes
was a howling wilderness of wild cats and cucumber trees,
tangled vines, rattlesnakes and rhododendron. Deer browsed
on the moss that covered the rocks in the creeks and rivers,
wild turkeys feasted on the acorns of the oaks, otters damned
the streams and bluejays screamed from the timber, but
nothing else in particular was going on.
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The article goes on to talk about how Stokes County had
grown since then and moved into the age of electricity. It
shows us that we should be proud to be part of the founding
of this area and we need to keep passing these stories down
through the generations.






Young Family History




