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Benjamin Young
(1733 - 1809)

Interactions
with the
Moravians
at Bethabara



Benjamin Young Sr. was born in 1733 and is the Great Great Grandfather of Jim Young.

Benjamin Young Sr.
1733 - 1809

!

Benjamin Young Jr.
1755 - 1818

!

David S. Young
~1799 — ~1875

!

Albert Calvin Young
1837 - 1905

!

James “Jim” Wesley Young
1874 - 1951



We learned at past reunions that Ben Young migrated from Barbados to Baltimore in the late
1740’s were he came to know the Gist Family.

Ben Young
migration from
Barbados
to
Baltimore
in late 1740’s



Ben Young & Gist Family Migration

Who are the Gist’s ?

Richard and Zipporah Gist were a prominent family in Baltimore. Richard was called the
architect of Baltimore because he surveyed much of the city and its streets.

They had three sons: Christopher, Nathaniel and Thomas. Christopher and Nathaniel would
marry the Howard sisters. Christopher would become a famous colonial British explorer,
surveyor and frontiersman. Nathaniel and Mary’s daughter Zipporah was named after her
grandmother and she would marry Ben Young in 1751. After she and Ben were married they
would travel to the end of the Great Wagon Road and start their life together. The 37 son
Thomas would remain in Baltimore and raise his family there. Several of the children of Richard
and Zipporah would become important figures in the revolutionary war. Mordecai is a
revolutionary war hero and his grave is located in downtown Charlestown, SC.

One difficult thing about keeping all of the stories straight was determining who was being
talked about because they named each kid after a family member.

You had... Richard’s, Zipporah'’s, Christopher’s, Nathaniel's, Thomas’s and Benjamin’s.

And this naming convention would continue in future generations.



Ben Young & Gist Family Migration

Who are the Gist’s ?

Captain Richard Gist

Zipporah Murray

Christopher Gist
Sarah Howard
Nathaniel
Richard
Thomas
Anne
Violette

Nathaniel Gist
Mary Howard
Benjamin
Zipporah & Ben Young
Christopher
Nathaniel Jr.
Joshua
Richard
Joseph
Thomas

Thomas Gist
Susannah Cockey
John
Thomas Jr.
Mordecai




Ben Young Family Migration

Ben and Zipporah were one of, if not, the first white settlers to move to this area in 1751.
Zipporah's father Nathaniel and brother Christopher would come with them without her mother
Mary. Their first children, Rebecca and William were born in 1752 and 1753. Our descendant
Benjamin Jr. was born here in 1755.



Ben Young Family Migration

This map was commissioned in 1751 by George Montagu-Dunk, 2nd Earl of Halifax. He lived in
England and was in charge of increasing commerce with the American Colonies. The red line
shows the extent of the Great Wagon Road at that time. It went from Philadelphia and ended
at the East Bank of the Yadkin River on what is now Shallowford Road in Forsyth County.

Stars denote the locations of Philadelphia, Baltimore and Roanoke.

*
*




Ben Young Family Migration
You can see where Ben’s land on the Dan River was and where Bethabara would be. You can
see Pilot Knob which was called Mount Ararat, Upper and Lower Saura Town and the Wachovia
Tract. The Wachovia Tract must have been added later since it didn’t come into existence until

1753. Ben and Zipporah would be here for around 2 years and have their first two kids before
1754. The Moravians would reach the area in November of 1753.




Moravian Map - Townfork Settlement
Benjamin Young Land

Ben’s family settled on 699 acres near the confluence of Town Fork Creek and the Dan River
and called the farm Old Town. Old Town Road can still be found in Walnut Cove. From this
map you can see the Great Wagon Road from Philadelphia that would eventually go to
Augusta, GA. From Ben’s land to Bethabara is about 18 miles.

Ben’s
Land



The Beginnings of Bethabara

The Moravians kept a dairy of what happened each day once they left Bethlehem, PA. These
dairy's have been translated from German into 12 English volumes that are available to read

and this is where we can learn about our ancestors interactions with the Moravian Brothers.
The following are excerpts from these dairy entries.



The Beginnings of Bethabara
November 17t, 1753

While trumpets were sounding from the roof of the Single Brothers’ House in Bethlehem, PA
on October 8, 1753, a group of fifteen single men set out on foot for their 480 mile trip to
North Carolina. Their goal was to start a new Moravian settlement on the 100,000 acre
Wachovia tract that had been purchased earlier that year for the Moravian Church. After 6
weeks, they arrived on November 17t and took refuge in an unused hunting cabin. They
immediately began to clear the land and construct necessary buildings. Their settlement was
soon named Bethabara.

Hans Wagner Hunting Cabin — Built 1752



Young / Gist & The Moravians

Dec. 191h 1753 — 6'071'7"/019/ /\/a_fha_/)a_&// /L/a_lg&r/a_/)(/,/ ond Lischer set
out (for Bet hlehem, PA), The Bret hrepn oll geing wit h T hem o short
dListapnce. Br. Grube a_ccom}oa_/)}&i/ them 7o T he bord ers of our land,
where he boad e Them apn affectionate %‘arawa/// Br. T ocob Loesch
went on wit h Them 72 Dap River. After seeing Them of f 1 he

Bret hrep busied Themselves wit h clearing lapd and plowing Zn 1 he
evening we hod 5]//)357LM/)4L6 (zin3’5fbcu/)'i,ar) and eveping pro-yers.



Young / Gist & The Moravians

Dec. QL7h 1753 — After morning pro-yers Hermonpus and merKli ook
Five horses and went 1o 1he River E1kip (/Mék/ﬁ) for meal apnd
cory. We were very copscioUs of 1T he absepce of our dear Got1|ob
ond Not hapoael,indeed %Mﬁba lonesome. T oward eveping T acob
Loesch returped , bringing heart % greetings from our dear Bret hrep.
77\&7 hod s}oe;/)f 1 he /)}3/17” La7o/)¢[, DPapn River o1 1T he home of Mr.
Gest o pleasant mon, who had Takenp good care of T hem. Next cLa_7
Br. Loesch went with Them o it 1|e further, Thepn Turned back,
CaL//ing auﬂou'/) on Mr. Gest  from whom he erC/\aLS&eL some cat tle. Br.
Grube held The sipngstupd e (Z//oj’f/%ﬂzéﬁéé/’} and eveping prayers.
71 wos Br. F eld hausep's birt hay, S0 we Sapg several hymns for him.




Young / Gist & The Moravians

Dec. Q41T h— At 938 P. m. we be-gop the Christ mas Eve Watch
seryice. We read 1T he 57Lor7 of T he birt h of our 50_\/}0%;'/ and re;)'p}ce;i,
that T he H0/7 Child was born for The salvation of The world. We had
o Lovefeast also, apd soop after mianiﬂlu% closed osur first

Christ mas Eve Watch m&&f}//)ﬂ in MNort h Corolipa.

Dec. 9\571’/1 - gr. G'rbdp& /\&/J, mor//)}/)ﬂ Pra\_7&r, /47" Var24% /1& raa_cL %\Dr Us o
Sermoy }oraa_c/\ai/ 197 Count Zipnzendort op oo Christ mas Da_7, ond we
e;//))‘p7e;cL it. InThe evepning we Sang /\7/»,//)5 re;/a_fi/)ﬂ to 1T he /‘/017
Christ—ChildL. Br. Pfeil was aqgain very sick with colic.



Young / Gist & The Moravians

Dec. Q6Th — Br. T acob Loesch held 1 he merping pro-yer. Peterson and
merkli went some Twent 7 miles from here, across Dap River, 7o Mmr.
Gest’s, to get several head of cattle. Our corpmeal mill ran 7LD.4L0_7
For The first Time. 71T was very cold weat her. We had Smﬂsfum,a in
7"/]& &V&/)]//)ﬂ,




Young / Gist & The Moravians

Dec. A71Th — AfTer morning proyer Br. Kalberlahn's patient returped
170 his home op T he Cotawba River, about &iﬂlﬂL 7 miles from here. He s
Pairly well pow. T he Brethrepbegon Todoy +o split rails. Zpn The
evening on Lrishmon came from Dap River 1o have o couple of +eeth
PL(//&J,, He 5;7&/)7" 1 he //)}3/17" wﬁl'/\ Us, 5}//)357”M/)4La 1/ 1 he &v&//)}/)ﬁ,



Young / Gist & The Moravians

Dec. 9\?71’/1. - /Affar mDi’//)i/)ﬂ Pr¢75r5 7"/\& Sf’ra_/)ﬂe;r /aipf'/ var7
Thopkful for his relief from 1 oot hache. AT poopy Petersepn apnd merkli
returpned from Doapn River with T he catt]e Br. Loesch rac&;xﬁ”/y
}ourc/m_Se;(L fhe;re;, /Mr. /‘/a_/f'am Comeé o)) o Vi5i7". 7//1& W&a.?"/\ar wo.S Ve;r7
bad witT h miUch ﬂ/aza jce. 5}/)3571'b6/)i,& in T he ava//)}//)ﬂ.



Young / Gist & The Moravians
Aan 171754 — All are well apd happy Todoay. AfTer morping proyers
/»,057L of 7L/1é fBr&?L/\r&/) W&/WL o ctt wood_ o../)cL -‘5}0/}7L ra.}/5. /Mr. /4/0.,/7"@,,,'5
sop went home (after a short visit). In 1 he evening Mr. Tunq and
1 he younger Guest from Dapn River arrived , and SP&NL 1 he //)}ﬂhf
wit h us.

Dwelling House for Guest — Built 1/7/1754

** This is the first time Ben Young is mentioned in the archives. They wrote Young as Jung. The
younger Gist mentioned is Zipporah’s brother Christopher. He would have been 20 years old at
this time. This is the House for Guest’s that they would have stayed in which has just been

built about 12 days prior.



Young / Gist & The Moravians

Feb Q8. 1754 — Affer m2rping proyers t he Bret hrep Spa/)f 1 he J,0L7
va(r/)}//)ﬂ SmePS. /Af’ nooy ILSaac Er},'s and two o1 hers coome from 1 he
EtKin, following several hupters who had stolep bear meat from
Friis, — he had promised us 488 [bs. of it Ipn 1 he evenping Mr.
Guest's Soy) come From 1 he 57"’&}/) o)) o visit. He has r&ca/ﬁbw moved.
70 1T his section wit h his brot her—in—law, and lives op T he |apnd
Forme;rW sccUpied 197 T he elder Qwep, bet weepn The Twe Fracts
Lvé/D/)ﬂinﬂ o 1 he Br&?”/\ran, He wishes mich F hot we wollld become

his neighbors, and says our land 1 here s upusally good. Zn 7 he
eveping we read from the OlL T estament ; Thep had 5}//)357“%/)4,&
and eveping proyers. We hod slep? o while when apet her man arrived
and waked us, aSK}mﬂ For accommod ot ion for T he /)}3/175 We /oJ,ﬁaJ,
him in T he cabin for strapngers.

** The land that Christopher was interested in was probably somewhere up 421 in the Elkin,
East Bend or Yadkinville area. Not sure if he ever got it.



Young / Gist & The Moravians

** Here is what the Cabin for Strangers looked like at that time.

Cabin for Strangers — Built 2/8/1754



Young / Gist & The Moravians

April 177h 1754 = Last pight it was very cold , and our corp apd flax
were hurt. Br. Erich returned from Dapn River wit h ope cow and calf,
instead of The five he was 72 bring; Mr. Guest was pot ot home.

A man came from 1 he A Ubari, some 7L/1ir7L7 miles awoy, 7o 1T akKe

Br. Kolberloohn 7o The Tustice who hod dislocated his hip. He brought
wit h him a bear, which he had shot op oy lapd a5 he came 7"/1;'0&(3/1/
and prasa/ﬁl’&i, it 1o us,

** Jubari is the Uwharrie National Forest. It is about 50 miles away. | guess they could have
gone downstream on the Yakin to get their quickly.

Cow House and Trough



Young / Gist & The Moravians
Apri/ 18. = 7+ was very cold a_ﬂa_}/) last //)iﬂ/\?"/ and blossoms apd 7%6//)3
;7/0\_/)71'5 Werée 5Dm&W/la_7L /Mr?". Br. [<a_/19&r/a_/1//) 57La_r7l'éeL to 7L/\& ﬂlmm_l’i,

and will be ooy seyeral J,¢75. T he Brp. Grube apnd Loesch inspected
7"/\& fB/a_cK Wau///)b(?" goff'am.

APr}/ 19. — Br. Loeschrode To mr. Holtfem and Mr. Guest 1o ;70_7 bills.
fh& 07"/\&;’ gre;?l’/\ra/) lge;ﬂa_//) o cut woocL Fpr o NEW Fa/)ce;/' a_/50 lpe;ﬂa_/)
to topn cow—hides.




Young / Gist & The Moravians

/A}Dl’i/ QHTh 1754 — I1 is Vér7 wo-rm. MF. Guest came from Dapn River
oy o viSiT. He s oy ﬂDDcL friend , and has /lé/pécL USs in ma-ny wo-yS. At
t he |ast Court he was elected a Cau;ﬂl'm}/) (of T he Militia).
Singstupde and eveping proyers were held in 5//)3/}5/\.

** We can see here that the Moravians held our relatives in high esteem. They sang in English
instead of German because Nathaniel was visiting.



Young / Gist & The Moravians

** Here are the colonial militia records for Rowan County NC from 1754-1760 that show
Nathaniel Gist as a Captain serving under Colonel Francis Corbin.



Young / Gist & The Moravians

April 357 1754 — Before leaving Mr. Guest asked That his sepn might
7"}'0\_\/&/ Pa_r7l' Wa_7 w}f'/\ uUs (gr Grube |3 ra?"b(r//)}//)ﬂ 1o ?A)/ o yisit o)
uncle whe is o prominent mop in *he Alleghany English Settlement.
We could pot refuse, 7"/10%3/\ we }or&%\&r 1o 90 olope. T oward evening
o map Come from 1‘\}1‘\7L7 mile-s ool for medicipne for his sick wife, but
T his Time Br. Kalberlahn could pot furpish it




Young / Gist & The Moravians

** The prominent uncle was Christopher Gist the famous explorer which by June of 1754 was on
a scouting mission with Colonel George Washington which led to the beginning of the French
Indian War. They were at the battle of Fort Necessity around this time which is located in PA
near the borders with WV and MD.



Young / Gist & The Moravians

** This is a painting of Christopher Gist and George Washington rafting down the Allegheny
River during this expedition. It resides at the Warner Foundation in Tuscaloosa, AL. Christopher
is Jim Young’s 3" great uncle. So you can just count down the line from there to figure out your
relation. For example he is my 6t great uncle.



Young / Gist & The Moravians
April 287h 1754 — 50&/)4,&;/. AT merning prayers Br. Grube 100K ap
offectionate |leave of us. We ol a_CCDm;Da_/)i&aL him and Br. Hermop
Loesch, who qoes wit h him, for several| miles, Thep o few of The
Bret hrepn rod e wit h Them 1o T he bord ers of our lapnd , and Br. T acob
Loesch went os foar as mr. Guest’s, lge;70//)cL Dop River.

April 9. We burped brush op our secopd field. Br. Loesch returped
from Dap River,; he had bought 7wo cow—hides, bt was pot able 7o
ﬂaf a_//)7 cowS,



Young / Gist & The Moravians

O<t. 3874 1754 — I the morning Col. Schmidt rode +hrough our yord, and wit hout permissiop
held muster ipn our mead ow for his five compapies. We had P’a.//)?"&oL the meod ow with
3r¢55’5&&4L inthe Spring, biut it woas So lpouL/7 froum}o/aa/, T hat it will have To be re—soswed os
Soop oS we cap 3&7” more Seed from ?&/)/)57/\/@/)]&.

Copt. Guest was very copsiderate, he stopped and spoke 1o us p,/,/7 in passing, For Tear
ot hers would follow him in, apd gave orders 1o his compa-ny 1o 57LM/ out of our yord, but
/)&M/L/ all *he rest rode right Through. T he poise apd shooting fright eped our horses nwup/,
and 1T he four pew horses broke away info The wood s. T wo of Them we foupd op The +hird
J,o,7 T hereafter, but The of her Two were lprpuﬂ/\f Tous opn Novy. 71 A lp7 hunt ers who had
seep oy odvertisement. We had 1o pay them for Their Trouble f/wbcﬂh we hod a_,I’&a_dL7
[o5T much Time in seeking T he horses.




Young / Gist & The Moravians

In 3(;;/)&;’0\_/ 1+ he Pe;p;o/e; behaved bettTer Thapnis usual op such pccaSions, 7”/\0%3/\ this L oes pot
&P}D/7 7o Capt. /L/a_m}o7 and his mep. During dinner 7”/\@/ pasSsed fllrob(ﬂ/\ UK p/ourcL and we
asked T hat The lpaod’}//)ﬂ of The Lrums cease because it friﬂ/w"a;/)ai, sy horses apnd made
them fear arsupnd 1 he wo-g4on3, ete. 771&7 not p//)/7 refused osur r&¢u&5'f, but 19&30\_/)
5/\00%’,’//)3 in addition Copt. //a_mP7 dLid pot Kpow T he rood fhrbuﬂh our foarm, and whepn we
of fered 1o show it 1o him r&}o/i&J/ fhat he would rid e where he P/e,aLSe;J, and make a wo-y
*hrough our fepces.

After the muster the mepn were so full of w/\iSK&7 * hot 7"/1&7 %‘puﬂ/ﬂ” each of her until
%/1(;7 were covered wit h blood.. However, f/\rouﬂ/\ oll The fumult, we 5&1‘\&/7 continued our
work. We hope 1 he soldiers will hereafter find anether place for puster, and pet use our
land. However, This Time There was T his much bepefit , — T he /)e;}ﬂhl,pr}//)ﬂ Paa;o/e; have foupd
out That we have al|l sorts of ’/’/\i/)ﬂS 1o sell, That we Know &xo,c7"/7 what we have, and

T hat we will sel D//)/7 for immed iate P¢7m&/)7l'-



Young / Gist & The Moravians

Tap Q770 1755 — Br. Loesch went beyond the T own F ork
7o by beor fat from The younger Guest.




Young / Gist & The Moravians

g uh/ A5Th 1755 — mr. Bepner's brot her—ipn—law and T he younger Mr. Guest were here, apd
said That Their settlement olse was 942inqg to move (z{/%é 7 Z/oz{//a_/o—ij bt 7‘/1&7 did pot
7&7L Kpnow where. Tn 1 he evening we hod conferepce, and decided what Todoipncase it
became }MPDSS}L/a for us 1o remain here , for /'/)57La./)C&/ o Lur7 all outr irop }m;o/am&/)f'S in T he
creeK, apnd To L)Mr7 inthe qground oll else T hat would pot be }/))'ure;d, t hat wo-y. We olso
agreed 1o Keep ourselves well supplied with provisions, &Sp&c)a/h/ meal, for Br. Lischer, who
has been To The mill Today, reports that the miller is leaving omorrow, T hough he will leave
his mill in such cond it ion T hat anyone whe wishes meal ground cap use it for himself.



Young / Gist & The Moravians

Aug 8. 4 esterday the Brp. Bepzien and Loesch returped from o visit 1o pir. Guest oy Doy
River, and report +hat avarw"/\mﬂ > a-gai uUpcertoin (abous mp[////;jj TDJ,M/ mr. Alfem, his
family, and ansther family living Twe miles from him, arrived upexpectedly, saying *hey Lid
not feel safe ot home apnd a.SK}/)ﬂ to remoain withus. We recejved 1T hem K/'/)L/% and a-gaif)
/DzLﬂézL T hem in T he cabins.

Aug 13. = Br. Kalberlohn went 1o 1 he 7@7*}/) 1o see Haps Wagper, who has beep very ill, but
IS now bet ter. Mr. C"“-/)K his wife and T wo child ren came 7o see T he chfar ond remoined
p\/&l’/)lﬂ/l’/L as did a.ISD qbunq Mr. G’M&S'f A mo-y) Coméeé Fram f'/\& 74.7LK,/) a,/)J/ p{‘{‘gr5<{/ +o 55//
us hjs 5,6 head of ca.f'?"/& and ‘3/6/6 bushels of cory, &S he wishes 1o moye A—M/a_7 Br. Loesch
PI’DM/S&L o 90 and see the cattle e; ond on 1The 151A Larﬂa,,//)e,él/ wit h him £or =35 for 1 he
lo1 /M’ﬂé and small foﬂaf/\&r,




Young / Gist & The Moravians

Tapn 171750 — Caup?"aui/) Guest , who s P/a.//)//)]/)ﬂ o moye ooy from
His PraS&/w" residepce , came 10 see Us apd 5@7 ﬂoaJ,lp7a, He Told us
T hot There wos a current r&;oor?L thot The Indians in ?&/)/)57/V0\.//)ia.
WErée cLDi/)ﬂ mMC/l J/o..ma.ﬂél 7L/m.7" B&f/l/&/\&m a.//)cL /\/o..Za.r&%/l WEFE
ol|most cam}p/afaw L&S%ro7aJV/ ond 1T hat 0/)/7 three men had
&Sca.}oécl/ death Whle we neit her could por would believe This, for
we K/)DW t hot we hoave a ﬂra.C}DLCS -Sa.V}Dr/ and 1 hat His Fodl'/]&r 1S
oS0 oy Fa,f/]&r/ and able apnd W}//,’/x)ﬂ 7o Save 1T hose who L&/ay)ﬂ 1o

His Sop, still we wish we could have word direct from T he Bret hrep
in Bethlehem. Ot her Travelers coming from Pepnsylvepia have 1old
us 1t hot ot fulpahpcka;/) some have beey Scalped ma-ny T akep
prisoper L7 The Ipndians, and 1 heir houses burped..




Young / Gist & The Moravians

** Tulpehocken is about 75 miles NW of Philadelphia.



Young / Gist & The Moravians

Moy A5Th 1750 — T oday Mr. Bepper's wife, children, negress and mulatto arrived
a_ﬂa_i//)/ a_I5D 7L/1£ f/”“hﬂél’ Guest a_neL /\i5 wh‘\&, Mr. /qa_/f'émlS M/h‘\& a_/)cL c/\i/i,ré/)/ a_/)eL
o Dupkord , or Bearded Mmanp. 7’/\».%/ asked for a few doys lod_ging, Since o T roop
of Cherokees were ma_rC/‘lilf)ﬂ 7L/\I’DM3/1, and had f\riﬂ/lf&/)&i, and o./)/)o7e;d/ them We
c/&a_re;i, ot 7L/1(; )‘0}//)5;"5 S/wP/ 5/10(;-*5/10;7 a_/)aL 57Lra_/)3&r5' /wMSe; -Fpr 7L/1(;m,




Young / Gist & The Moravians

Ma-y A5Th 175G (copt) — T he Dupkard was sepnt o the mill, and /erJ,/7 reached
7 here when o port g of eight” Indians alse arrived *here. Our Brethrep went
%M}a%w on wit h T heir work; Br. T acob Loesch wepnt 70 Them, spoke 1o +hem K}//)J,I7/
oasked who T /1&;/ were , where 1 /\57 came from, and whit her 1 /1&7 were geing, ol of
which 7L/1e;7 answered }op/}f&/% i appearing F hat f'/\e;7 were Cherokees from T he
fort. We gove them o few c/o.7 pipes, for which 7‘/1&7 were 3r¢7L&FM// ond went
ﬂra_ve;W From ope to 1 he pf/w;r of us S/Ia_Kmﬂ /\a./)eLS. 7’/1(;/) we 30_\/& 7L/1(;m 1‘\006{,/ and
. /1&7 camped in The wood s pear The mill, spending *he pight very g uiet /7.

?e;r/m;os we were 1 oo ma-nYy for Them, for There were several a1 The mill, and

vt her Brethren went over 1o see Them, Twelve Brethrep Sfau7aaL a1 1The mill ol
//)iﬂ/ﬂb, o) 314&;'51,, 771&7 Told us, ;oo.rf/7 197 Signs, 1 hot T here were e;,'ﬂ/wL more
compapies op 1 he woy. Tha;/ breokfasted by 7 he mill next morning, Then bad e The
Brethrepn a Polﬁ‘a ad jel.



Young / Gist & The Moravians

/TMW — 1756

Certain people from the T owpn Fork beqged That if dapger increased 7L/\a4/ might”
come 1ToUS aS 7L/1&7 feared apnother outbreak of frouble wit h the Indions. Mmr.
Banner came on 1 he same errapnd ; and The younger Guest his wife and mother—
in—law 57Lo.7aJ, with us fourteep J,¢75 A%‘f&r Supper the Bret hrep ﬂa_f/\e;re;i, For
a copferepce. Br. Christian Heprich laid T he whole matter before +hem, stating
That it seemed Tobe True That The Cherokees, hit hert o our friend | 4 //)&/3/11901’5
had )Dln&J, the Frepnch, and T herefore 1he dLapnger was much increased , families
were /&o._\///)ﬂ their Farms apnd r&f’ramf//)ﬂ/ /aaq/mﬂ us op the frontier, and

t herefore //K&/7 to be The first PD}//)?" of attack He 5&(33&571’&1/ thot i m}ﬂ/ﬂ” be
wise 7o 1Take measures for our defepse, r&a.aL}/)ﬂ extracts fromletters from Br.
;05&;0/1 and C/lri57bl'a.//) 5&icl/&/ asS 1o M//w\ﬂL had been dope ip Bé%/l/é/l&m. 7//\é

moatT Ter was 4 jscussed. pro and cop, but po copclusion reoched . T hep Br. Christion
Heprich recommepd ed 1T hat each Brother Think 7 he matter over %u,‘aﬂ% and loy
}7L bé'f\or& 7L/1a LoraL/ a./)aL 7L/\&/) 57La.7L5 /\,'5 view 7Lp 7L/1& /1&0\.4{/ D-F /\}5 Foom or 7”0 Br,

H of mapp.




Young / Gist & The Moravians
,7/1/(/7 — 1756

Next aLa_7/ ofter J/}//)//)&r/ Br. T acob Loesch called 1 he 5}//)3/& Bret hrep foﬂafh&r
7o decide The matTer discussed opn 1 he #1h, which was %MiCK/7 dope, T he
Una-pimous copclusion being That all work, except 7he horvesting, should be dropped
until o pau/i5m4/é hod beep biilt aroupd 1 he houses, ma_Kmﬂ Fhem sote before 1 he
First incursion of the Ipndions should 1Take ;DIOLC& Duties were 0—55i3/)éc{/ 1o each
mapn, — felling Trees, diqqing The Trepch, continning T he harvesting T he
Pa_/,'sa_d/as were cpm;o/aféi/ L7 1 he 33+,



** So our great uncle and
brother-in-law to Ben Young,
Christopher Gist, would have
been one of the men to help

build the first palisades at

Bethabara.

Young / Gist
& The Moravians



Young / Gist & The Moravians

/4%3%57L 9Th 1750 — T ustijce T ate lproLcﬁ/wL work 1o T he blacksmith A
nUmber of T he Bret hren have not beepn well rac&/)fW 7L/wu3/1 not
r&a_//7 ill. mr. Ben \a_m//) unm caome To 1The mill, To have grain 3r0b6//)J,
two o1 hers came For 7L/1&/r meaol. Mr. qpu/)q 5};&/)% 1 he /)/ﬂ/ﬂ” here.

** This is the only time that Ben’s full name was written in the archives.

Model of
Bethabara
Mill

Completed
Spring 1756



** Location and remains of the old mill site in 2015.



** One of the original mill stones used for
grinding grain.
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** No other mentions of Benjamin are found after 1756 until the following entry in 1770.

Tan LR 1778 — Guess, from Dopn River, came with his Sop—in—law,
Ben qounq, and asked for a Deed 70 o piece of lapd on 1 he T owp
FD}’K w/],ch Br. T acob Loesch 1T ook Up for Br. //e;/)r7 Vanpn Veck of New
70;"«, No ope could give Aim any information about i, and his claim
;7I’0190—19/7 hos po foupnd oatiop, since he did pot Take Up T he matter
when Br. Loesch wos here.




Young / Gist & The Moravians

** After leaving our area in the mid 1750’s, Nathaniel Gist moved most of his family to
Cumberland County, where Fayetteville is now located, to escape the Indians.

Then in 1783, when Fayetteville was incorporated, they all moved to Greene County near
the French Broad River in western NC. The area is about 15m NW of what is now Pigeon

Forge, TN and 15m E of Knoxville, TN.

Today there remains a Gist’s Creek and Gist’s Creek Road in the area.



Young / Gist & The Moravians
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Over the years, Nathaniel’s son Joshua Gist became
a very prominent individual and held the following positions:
e Tavern owner in Cumberland County
e Captain of Cumberland County Militia
* NC State Senator representing Greene County
e Justice of the Peace in Greene County
e Assistant Judge of Superior Court of the State of Franklin
e Closely identified with the affairs of the State of Franklin.



Young / Gist & The Moravians

In December of 1783 Br. Martin Schneider was given the proposal to set out immediately for
Holston River, in the company of Colonel Martin Armstrong, who was going to an Indian treaty.
He was to secure information about the present circumstances in that neighborhood, and
ascertain the mind of the Cherokees, so that with more wisdom the Brethren could consider
the question of establishing a mission among them. His destination was in the far west of

NC in what is now TN.



Young / Gist & The Moravians
on T an 137 1784 Br. Schpeider came upop T he Gist home and 5%&7&1, *he pight”.
He met with Ca_'p'lba_}n Gist’s old father. /\/a_f/m_n}&// st /iVi/)ﬂ/ in 1 he &a_r/7 eLa.75
was o beloved peighbor of Bet habara, and could sTill pame The Bret hren who Thep
lived 7L/\e;re;/' he re;)'o}ce;J, 3rao~7bl7 t o see o Brot her opce a-goif.

T ap. and, Cmp?l'a_in Guest 1 ook me across 1 he Fre;//)c/\ Broad River. T he ford
crosses ap iSlapnd lpe;lo//)ﬂ,'/)ﬂ to Colopel 5&\/,'&;'/' i1 cont ains nine hupd red ocres, apd
5 oS leve| as o mead ow. Ca._pfa_in Guest 7"0/4{, mé- F hat &}3/\% miles MP 1 he river

1T here s apot her islapnd , of &}3/\% hupd red acres,in the middle of which ope acre
hoS beep ‘Luﬂ ot &}ﬂ/\fe;e;/) feet deep. T his roupd hole is full of water, and 1he
earth hasbeepn T hrowpn up aroupd it. Above it There stood a mud house , of which
fraces cap still be seepn. Aroupnd 1T he epntire islapnd There s o Litch apnd breast
works. T he Ipndians T hemselyes po /ay)ﬁe;r Kpnow who mod e T hem or w/\7/' people 1 hink
That an Indion Ki/)ﬂ must have lived 1 here.

on T apn 1470 Br. Schpeid er was head ed home 1o Salem after CDMP’57L}//)3 his
me;e;f}//)ﬂ M/ﬁL/I the Cherokee. His horse fell 7L/]rDL{3/1 Some jce apnd Soalked

Br. Schpeid er. LucKih/ he was peoar The Gist’s home and walked 3 miles in T he ice
o._/)aL Spnow 1o 7La_Ké 5/16/7Lér 7L/1ér&. /7’05/\ua_ a_//)cL 0\_/)071'/1&}' mo-/) wolt|d M/a_/K back 1o
Br. Schpeider’s horse apd saved him from T he i<y waters tobring him home 1o
recover as well. Whep 7L/1&7 come back Ca_?;f’a_in Guest sajd 1T hat &55Mr54,/7 p//)/7
God could have saved Br. Schpeider.
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The final entry in the Moravian Archives that mentioned any Gist was on April 15t 1784,

April 15. Captain A o5hika Guest , who was so Kipd
and /wspifa_l:/a 1o Br. martin Schpeid er op T he

F rench Broad River, visited here op his woy To 1 he
state o_SSamH7.

** This visit would have been to Salem and not Bethabara.
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In December 1787 Nathanial and his son Joshua were among those who signed the Petition
of the Inhabitants of the Western Country of NC for separation and erection of a new
State of Franklin, named after Benjamin Franklin.



Young / Gist & The Moravians

Although Franklin never became a state, their efforts would
eventually led to TN becoming our 16" state in 1796.



We can be proud of the contributions that our relatives made to the area we live in. Through
the working relationships with our relatives and the Moravians this part of NC grew to become
what it is today.

From this history, we can see that our relatives held prominent positions in the colonies and
had very close connections with the power brokers of that time. There is no doubt that in
some circumstances they were key to bringing about these United States of America.



Young Family History



